Pray for spiritual revival in our Church

Pray for our VBS

Pray for all our church families, ministers, ministries

Pray for PFGA missionary work in Bihar (Purnea Dist)

Pray for the sick - members of our Church and outside of our
Church - Pastor Aunty, Joel, Nevin Thomas NY, Stephen Sam
Dallas, Shiny, Samu Thomas, Jonathan Peter, Molly Benny,
Rita,

Pray for the unsaved ones, near and around.

Pray for the City, State, Nation and for India.

Pray for Christians tortured in North Korea, Middle East, in
different parts of India - Jharkhand, U.P., Chattisgarh, Karna-
taka, AP.
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Delight yourself also in the Lord,
And He shall give you the desires of your heart.
Psalms 37:4

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
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George Mathew & Ponnamma Mathew

Sam C Joseph

Susy Thomas
Joshua Jacob
Kaithottathil Koshy
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his/ her point of view”

requests, stories, poems, and articles to

pfgavoice@gmail.com /
Sheeba George - 267-226-0503

!lFROM LABOR TO REWARDlE ta PROMOTED TO GLORY 2

Philadelphia Full Gospel Assembly
Founder Pastor

KOSHY T MARKOSE
(Thankachan)
August 30,1954 -

June 13, 2016

And I heard a voice from heaven

saying unto me, Write, Blessed are

the dead which die in the Lord from

henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that

they may rest from their labours, and
their works do follow them.

Rev. M C ABRAHAM
May 22 1932 - June 28,2016

Well done, good and faithful servant....
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

i'l Mathew 25:23 IE al

Revelation 14:13 ﬁ

“Writer of each article is responsible for

Please send your suggetions, feedbacks, prayer

Joseph — from the Dreamer to Interpreter.

e
“Until the time that His word came to pass, the word of the LORD tested *
him”. Psalms 105: 19
Joseph’s story as recorded in 13 chapters of Genesis is a very classic one. @
I doubt there is any other Bible character who has undergone these many
trials — trials of various types. But the study of Joseph’s life is very en- &

couraging. Pr. ]acob Varghese

Joseph’s initial trials were from his own brothers. Since Joseph was the son of old age, Jacob
loved him more than others. That itself was enough reason for Joseph’s brothers to hate him
(37:3-4). And Joseph dreamed a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him
even more (37:5). Thus the fathers’ special love and Joseph’s dreams were the reasons for
the enmity and hatred towards Joseph. So his brothers would not speak to him on friendly
terms. His brothers were feeding the sheep and Jacob asked Joseph to go Shechem and in-
quire the whereabouts of his brothers. Joseph readily agreed in full obedience (37:13), and
probably carried some home-made food also. When Joseph reached Shechem, he couldn’t find
his brothers there, as they had gone to Dothan. Joseph walked the extra miles and found his
brothers. 2




There, this teenager was caught by his older brothers, stripped off his special coat and
was put into a waterless pit. “They sat down to eat a meal...” (37:25), the home-made
meal brought by Joseph! He was then taken out from the pit and sold to Midiante traders
who brought him to Egypt. There, he was sold a slave to Potiphar an officer of Pharaoh.
The Lord was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. As the Lord was with Joseph,
so was Joseph with the Lord. “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos
3:3) And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and how the Lord caused all that
he did to prosper in his hand. Joseph found favor in his sight. Joseph became his per-
sonal servant and overseer over his house (39:3-4). There was something very evident
in Joseph’s life that even his Egyptian master could see. The Lord was with Joseph and
the Lord prospered his works. Because of the officer’s conviction, he gave Joseph two
important positions; the personal servant to Potiphar and overseer/in-charge of his house.

The trial at Potiphar’s house is the most severe trial Joseph faced. Joseph was young,
handsome and away from his parents. He could have easily fallen to the advances of
Potiphar’s wife. Perhaps nobody might have known it. Joseph was clear in his con-
science and firm in his convictions. “There is none greater in this house than [; neither
hath he kept back anything from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I
do this great wickedness, and sin against God?”’(39:9). Since Joseph did not agree to the
‘desires’ of Potiphar’s wife he had to flee away without his garments. Now the mistress
of the house got very strong evidence in her hands against Joseph, undeniable proof - his
garments. Joseph knew his boundaries in the house. He knew that every sin is against
God. As a result of the false accusation, Joseph was put in jail, where the king’s prisoners
were confined. If he had agreed to go with her, he wouldn’t have ended up in prison now;
but would have been a lifelong prisoner of his own conscience. Moreover, he would
have been living under the constant fear that Potiphar’s wife would expose him. Most
important, he would have lost God’s favor. Since Joseph was victorious in this trial, as
we read in 39:21 “But the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison”. When a man’s ways are pleasing to the
Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him (Prov. 16:7).

Now Joseph was put into jail. The chief cupbearer and chief baker of the king were also
sent there for their own offences. Joseph is in jail for no mistake of his own but falsely
accused. He could have spent the entire time there in disappointment, dejected and grum-
bling. Joseph came to them in the morning and found sad (40:6-7). Joseph asked them,
“why are your faces so sad today?” Though Joseph was in prison and had every reason
to be angry with God, with others, he had compassion towards others and enquired the
reason for their sadness. Amidst his own pain, Joseph could see the pain of others;
though he himself was sad, he had the concern and compassion about others. This ques-
tion changed Joseph’s future and destiny. Because of Joseph’s sincere question, the two
inmates shared the reason for their sadness. Then they said unto him, “we have dreamed
a dream, and there is no one to interpret it” (40: 8). Then Joseph said unto them, “Do not
interpretations belong to God? Tell it to me, please”. Joseph knew that interpretations
belong to God, he prayed for the revelation. After spending time with His God in prayer,
Joseph interpreted the dream of the cup bearer and then of the baker. Joseph had dreams
in his teens, but not the interpretations. Had he, he wouldn’t have shared his dreams with
his older brothers (30:5) to invite the anger and enmity. The prison experience made Jo-
seph the dreamer to become an interpreter, which enabled him to interpret king’s dreams.
They were not ordinary dreams, but dreams that decided the future of nations. Blessed
is a man who perseveres under trial, for once he has been approved, he will receive the
crown of life. (James 1:12).

May God help us all to persevere under trials and wait for the reward from the Lord!
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