) Prayer Requesty ;

Pray for spiritual revival in our Church

Pray for all our church families, ministers, ministries

Pray for the mission trips of Dr. Jacob Thomas & Pr.Varghese Mut-
tathil.

Pray for PFGA missionary work in Bihar (Purnea Dist)

Pray for the sick - members of our Church and outside of our Church
- Pastor Appachan & Aunty, Joel, Nevin Thomas NY, Stephen Sam
Dallas, Shiny, Samu Thomas, Jonathan Peter, Molly Benny, Rita,
Koshy Thalakulam.

Pray for Mr.Thiagarajan(London) diagnosed with Pancreas Cancer.
Pray for the unsaved ones, near and around.

Pray for the City, State, Nation and for India.

Pray for Christians tortured in North Korea, Middle East, in different
parts of India - Jharkhand, U.P., Chattisgarh, Karnataka, AP.

r For all those who seek jobs. &
“This is the day
H P Y which the Lord has made;
B . R T D AY . Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
@  (Psalm 118:24, NASB)
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| ceive whatever is possible, in this glorious verse.

Psalms 23:04
Thy ROD & Thy STAFF, they comfort me

One of the beautiful verse mentioned in the Bible by the Psalmist.
Have we perceived the real message that is conveyed? Obvi-
ously, the revelation of the Holy Spirit cannot be completely, flaw-
lessly deciphered by human brain; however let us try and per-

A Rod and a Staff; two very important equipments used by a
Shepherd in ancient times. They have both (Rod and Staff), wher-

- Why not just one? What is the use? Let us contemplate together.
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The Rod - It's a two to four foot long club. This is whittled and shaped as per
the shepherds liking to make it his weapon. It is then used to protect or defend his
sheep from predators and robbers. It also helps in counting the sheep. It stands as a
symbol of power, authority and strength. Rod is also a slang term used for ‘shotgun’
by cowboys off late.

The Staff — It's a long slender stick which is smooth and U or hook shaped at the
top. It is used to lift the newborn gently and bring it to the mother. It is also used
to direct, reach out or bring wandered sheep closer. If a sheep falls into valley or
river, the long staff helps the shepherd to lift the sheep and bring them back to solid
ground.

ever they go with their sheep. Why do they have it? Why both? p . .0 ) 000 o |

A good shepherd will always have both of these and use it for the welfare of his !
sheep. When predators attack he uses the rod to defend, protect or fight. When his
sheep wanders away he uses his staff to direct it to the right path or bring them back
to him and comfort it. The scriptures reveal the good shepherd our forefathers expe-
rienced in our God. His rod of defence or protection over the Israelites manifested
when the red sea converged to drown the attacking Egyptians. His staff of comfort
was all the provisions the Israelites had during their long journey to the Promised
Land. His rod of defense protected David from the schemes of King Saul. His staff of
comfort was on the same through the birth of Solomon after the death of one of his
sons. His rod of protection and defense went ahead of Gideon and his men against
the Medianites. His staff of comfort was upon Ruth during her times of trouble and
SOIrow.

In the same manner we are protected and comforted with His rod and staff. If you
look behind, we will be reminded of all the troubles and afflictions that we had been
through. In those times of affliction, His rod of protection kept the enemy from over
powering us. His staff of provisions strengthened us move forward without falling.
We might have stumbled, but He ensured that we never fell. Each time we wandered
away, the good shepherd gently used his staff to bring us closer to Him.

As the sheep of the good shepherd, it is vital to follow His directions. His way is !
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always the perfect way, and as we follow His ways; His rod and His staff will always
comfort us. Let me conclude with this beautiful song written by Marty Nystrom; which

; Vvoices about submitting to God our Good shepherd. |
g |
i Shepherd of my soul I give You full Be it in a quiet pasture or by a gentle K
control breeze
Wherever You may lead | will follow The shepherd of my soul is by my side
I have made the choice to listen for Your  Should | face a mighty mountain or a
voice valley dark and deep
|| Wherever You may lead I will go The shepherd of my soul will be my
guide
| L
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In the days when an ice cream sundae cost much less, a 10 year old boy entered a
hotel coffee shop and sat at a table. A waitress put a glass of water in front of him.
“How much is an ice cream sundae?” he asked. “Fifty cents,” replied the waitress.
The little boy pulled his hand out of his pocket and studied the coins in it. “Well,
how much is a plain dish of ice cream?” he inquired. by now more people were
waiting for a table and the waitress was growing impatient. “Thirty-five cents,” she
brusquely replied. The little boy again counted his coins. “I’ll have the plain ice
cream,” he said. The waitress brought the ice cream, put the bill on the table and
walked away. The boy finished the ice cream, paid the cashier and left. When the
waitress came back, she began to cry as she wiped down the table. There, placed
neatly beside the empty dish, were two nickels and five pennies. You see, he could
not have the sundae, because he had to have enough left to leave her a tip.

This little boy knew the meaning of sacrifice more than most. When we give to
Jesus, out of what portion do we give? Is it just a percentage of all we have, or do
we give unselfishly, even though we may need to sacrifice something else we may

E]A UNSELFISH GIVING @
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Someone asked..
“What is forgiveness?”

A little girl gave lovely reply......

It is the wonderful fruit that a tree gives when it is being hurt by a stone.
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