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Pr. Mathew � omas

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make 

his face to shine upon you and  be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give 

you peace. Numbers 6 - 24, 25,26
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Pray for spiritual revival in our Church, For Baptisms, 
Pray for all our church  families, all ministers, all ministries. 
Pray for Pr. Koshy Vaidyan & Dr.Jacob Thomas for mission trips
Pray for the sick – members of our Church and outside of our Church -
Pastor Appachan & Aunty, Joel,  Libu George  Dubai , Nevin Thomas NY, 
Stephen Sam Dallas, Susan Daniel, Sam NY, K.J.Abraham, Shiny, Abra-
ham Cherian, Pr.M.M.Varghese, Elizabeth Jose
Pray for the unsaved ones, near and around.
Pray for the City, State, Nation and for India.
Pray for Christians tortured in North Korea, Middle East, in different parts 
of India - Jharkhand, U.P., Chattisgarh, Karnataka, AP.
For all those who seek jobs. 
Pray for Pr. George Cherian, Pr. Benshy Cherian, Kerala
Pray for those who are travelling.

Prayer Requests

Oil Painting
By

Nita Varghese



Testing of our FAITH 
Matthew 9: 29 says – “According to your Faith it will be done unto 
you”. This is the law God has established­ “The Law of Expectation”. 
Another important verse is Hebrew 11:6 – “Without Faith it is impos­
sible to please God”. The only formula to please our God is Faith. We 
can do so much for God but it may not be pleasing to Him if we are 
not doing it in faith. So it is very important to live expectantly as we 
learn to live by faith. In Romans 14 we read – “Whatever is not 
of faith is sin “. In Luke 17:5 the disciples said to Jesus­ “Lord 
Increase our Faith”. How do we grow in faith? How do we build up our faith? It 
is not easy. The truth is that God builds our faith by testing it and by trying it. 
Faith is like a muscle, when it is stretched it develops. James 1:3 – “The Testing 
of your faith develops perseverance so that you may be mature and complete. 
So the benefi t of testing our faith is that – we grow mature in our Christian walk, 
and we learn how to grow in faith. Every day we have “Faith Building Opportu­
nities”, but we do not recognize it. God tests our faith through diff erent ways: 

1.God tests our Faith through Diffi  culties – 1 Peter 1:6­7 is a powerful verse. 
What it says is that – trials and diffi  culties in believer’s lives are to test our faith 
and to prove our faith. Nothing happens in our lives as  accident. God knows 
everything. Do not think that God would plan bad things for us. We live in a 
broken and sinful world. Many problems we bring upon ourselves and a lot of 
problems other people bring upon  us. But nothing happens as God’s presence is 
always with us. If life is easy we do not need any faith. Isaiah  48:10 says – “I have 
refi ned you though not as silver, I have tested you in the furnace of affl  iction”. So 
how do we respond? The  answer is found in James 1:2­3. 

2.God tests our Faith through Demands – There are so many commands in the 
Word of God. Some of them seem unreasonable, some of them inconvenient, 
and some even impossible; but how do we respond to command like – “Do not 
worry about anything”, “Do good to your enemies”, “Forgive other people”. We 
see in the life of Abraham how God gave him a command to leave his people 
and country, and go to a place which he did not even know. But Abraham took a 
leap of faith. Was Abraham comfortable? No. But he took a risk of faith. God is 
not interested in making us comfortable, rather he wants us to completely trust 
Him in all what He commands us to do. Hebrews 11:8 says­ “By Faith Abraham 
obeyed and went”. 

3.God tests our Faith through Delays ­  We live in a fast pace world. We want 
everything instantly. We have no patience for anything. We want our prayers to 
be answered instantly. But if every prayers were answered immediately, if all 
our needs were automatically met, every problem instantly solved, we wouldn’t 
need faith. A good example is the journey of the Israelites from Egypt to the 
Promised Land. They could have easily made to Canaan in 2­3 weeks, but it took 
40 years. Why were all these time wasted? Because God was interested in de­
veloping their faith, than getting them to Canaan in a quicker way. (Deut. 8:2).

Remember some of us are still waiting for our prayers to be answered. Do not 
lose hope and get discouraged. He is a Prayer Answering God. He uses Diffi  cul­
ties, Demands and Delays to build our faith. While we are waiting God is at work. 
He is working behind the scene for us. In this New Year 2015 let us build our faith 
and let us make use of all opportunities to grow in faith and move forward.

Sally J Thomas

Prov 29: 25 � e fear of man brings a snare, But whoever trusts in the Lord 
shall be safe. Let us truly live before God’s face in gratitude & fear of Him.


