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Freedom And Responsibility
Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and saviour 
Jesus Christ. Gal 5:1 says “It was for freedom that Christ set 
us free. Therefore, keep standing fi rm and do not be subject 
again to a yoke of slavery”. We are living in a world of choic-
es. We are bombarded with offers from all kinds of advisors 
that try to help to choose the best. We have the freedom to 
select. We are living in a land of freedom. We wish to be in-
dependent. Freedom is interpreted in different ways. In this 
situation, as ‘people of the Word’, what is the meaning 
of freedom? What kind of freedom Bible provides?

In the Book of Genesis God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. God 
planted many beautiful trees for food. There was the ‘tree of life’ in the midst 
of the Garden, ‘the tree of the knowledge of good and evil’. God commanded 
the man, saying, “you are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you 
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you 
eat from it you will certainly die.”. But they violated the commandment. The 
result is that they were away from the fellowship with God. God said to them 
do not eat the fruit. But He did not take away their freedom to choose, to err. 
Remember, they had hundreds of good choices in that garden. Unfortunately 
they selected the bad one. 

To choose what is right and wrong is very important. As human beings we are 
unable to do it properly. The word of God and Holy Spirit sets a child of God 
free from the power of sin. There is always a contradiction between the de-
sires of fl esh and spirit. When the desires of fl esh and spirit comes in the same 
line, in agreement, there is victory. When we surrender our every thought, 
desire, purpose and affection to God’s absolute control and thus walk after 
the Spirit, the Spirit does take control. It is the privilege of the child of God 
to have victory over sin every day, every hour and every moment.

In the story of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15: 11ff), he said to his father, Give me the 
share. The father divided the wealth and gave him. He went on a journey into 
a distant place. There he spent everything. He wished to enjoy the freedom 
away from his father. Now he is in a state of utter failure. He realized the 
blessings in his father’s house. What was the problem of this young man? He 
had a rebellious mind. He gave importance to the temporary enjoyment than 
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The Lord bless you 

and keep you; the 

Lord make His face 

to shine upon you 

and  be gracious to 

you; the Lord lift up 

His countenance 

upon you and give 

you peace.

Numbers 6- 24, 25,26

Oil Painting by Shaji Varghese



He couldn’t fi nd joy in his father’s house. He loved his father’s things more 
than the father. Sin promises freedom but at the end it will bring slavery. Sin 
promises success to each one of us,but at the end it will bring failure. Jn 8:36 
says” everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. If the son makes you free 
you will be free indeed”. God called us to enjoy the freedom in Christ.

Jesus Christ delivers you and me from the bondage of slavery. Our freedom is 
the freedom through Christ Jesus. It is costly and precious because He shed 
His blood on Calvary in order to make us free. So obedience and complete 
surrender to the word of God is our freedom. Our freedom must be balanced 
by responsibility. When we say we are free, we cannot neglect our respon-
sibility. There are warnings and red signals in the Bible. We cannot negate 
it. God entrusted a treasure in us. In order to keep that treasure we have to 
avoid so many things in the world. This freedom leads us to the goal of life. 
Do we really enjoy the freedom in Christ? It is a matter of life and death. It 
is a choice that rejects all alternatives. Let us enjoy that freedom in Chri
st.                                               -------------
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Philippians 4:19
And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches 

of His glory in Christ Jesus.


