Prayer Requesty

Pray for spiritual revival in our Church, Convention, for Baptisms,
Pray for all our church families, all ministers, Mission Trips - Bihar
Pr. M.M.Varghese, Pr. Koshy Vaidyan.
Pray for the sick - members of our Church and outside of our Church Pas-
tor Appachan, Aunty, Joel, Joice, Libu George Dubai, Nevin Thomas NY,
Stephen Sam Dallas, Robin Phily, Bro.George Mathew, Abraham Cherian,
Shirley Koodathinalil, Susan Daniel.
Pray for the unsaved ones, near and around.
Pray for the City, State, Nation and for India.
Pray for Christians tortured in North Korea, Middle East, India Jharkhand,
U.P., Chattisgarh, Karnataka, AP,
For all those who are planning to get married.

Kind WORDS DO NOT COST MUCH
YET THEY accomplish MUCH

BIRT DAY’
23
Q

01 Libin Philip

02 Grace Thomas 24
Manju Mathen 25
Joy T. Daniel 26
Geejo George 26
Sharon Thomas 28
Koshy Thalakulam 30
Abraham Cherian 30

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

£ Anu Varughese 18  George Mathew, Pastor & Susan Mathew 02
£ Sam C. Mathew 19  Roy Thomas & Grace Thomas 09
S 21 Sam Thomas & Steena Sam Thomas 14
23  Abraham Modayil & Susy Modayil 15
Sajan Abraham & Noby Abraham
Thomas John, Pastor & Mercy John

e “Writer of each article is responsible for
PFGA @ his/ her point of view”
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The Lord bless you and keep
you; the Lord make His face to
shine upon you and be gracious
to you; the Lord lift up His coun-
tenance upon you and give you
peace. Numbers 6 - 24, 25,26
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1 For all those who are seeking jobs. [—

TAKE A STAND FOR GOD

The purpose of our
life is to imitate Christ
(Eph 5:1) but today
" we have ended up
. imitating the world
more. In an attempt
to please the world
Blesson Varghese 2and to feel ac-

cepted, we have
chosen to lower our standards. Our
dressing, our words, lifestyles and eve-
rythin%within us showcases the world
more than Christ and we have ended up
losing our “Child of God” identity. But
there’s HOPE, God has not given up on
us and He is willing to restore us back if
we turn towards Him.

In Daniel Chapter 1, we see that Daniel
and his friends were led as hostages
from Judah to Babylon. They were as-
signed with new Babylonian names,
Babylonian food and Babylonian edu-
cation. By changing their names, the
king attempted to change the religious
loyalty of these ?Ioung men from Ju-
dah’s God to Babylonian gods. The Bab-
ylonians were trying to change their
thinking by giving t%em a Babylonian
education, their national Ior‘l/alty by
changing their names and their life-
style by changing their diet. Without
compromising, Daniel found a way to
live by God’s standard in a culture that
did not honor God. Daniel had a strong
Godly character and the four character-
istics that helped him stand for God are
as follows:-

1. Daniel was a very determined man
(Daniel 1:8): - He was determined to
be devoted to God alone. We too need to
be determined to live a life committed
to God. Make God the priority in your
life & let your life revolve around him.
Choose to get into a deeper intimate re-
lationship with God.

2.  Daniel was a man of Prayer
(Daniel 6:10):- He had a disciplined
prayer life & he prayed thrice a day.
We too need to inculcate this habit of
being in touch with God all the time.
Our prayers are usually interrupted by
the pressures of our schedules. Don't
let anyone or anythin§ cut into your
prayer time. Pray regularly, for prayer
is your lifeline to God.
3. Daniel was a man of Fellowship
(Daniel 2: 17-18):- He had the ri%ht
riends who stood with him in his
faith. Choose your friends wisely. Build
stron relationshii)s with those who
would draw you closer to God rather
than with those who would distract
you away from God.
4. Daniel was a man of Bible study
(Daniel 9:2). Read your Bible daily.
That’s our spiritual food. Don’t go on
a spiritual fast by reading the word
of God occasionaﬁlﬁ. As you would eat
daily to survive %/sically, so should
ou eat the word of God every day to
ive a spiritual life. Read the word and
meditate on it. Allow God to speak into
your life through the word and let it
change your life.

When Daniel made up his mind not to
defile himself, he was staying commit-
ted to do what was right and not give
in to the pressures around him. We
too are often assaulted by pressures
to compromise our standards and live
more like the world around us. Merely
wanting or preferring God’s will and
way is not enough to fight temptation.
Like Daniel, we need to resolve to obey
God and live for Him. Because of these
characteristics, God blessed Daniel and
his friends with an unusual aptitude of
understanding and mighty wisdom.

God is looking for Daniels and Esthers in this generation.
Will you volunteer?
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HE IS STILL WORKING ON YOU

Reading passage. Phil. 1:3-14
“And | am sure that He who began the good work in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ.” Phil 1:5-6 RSV

Sunil was a painter. To make a portrait, he asked a small boy to sit on a chair so
that he can make the sketch. After a few hours, the boy looked at the work of art
and he could not figure out what the Painter was doing. He could see only some
strokes on the Canvas and he was sad. “Hey this is quite absurd!” he said. “Son,
please wait. | am still working on you,” said the painter.

We also are like that small boy. When God makes a seemingly unattractive stroke
on our life, may be a sickness, a loss or even a massacre, we complain. We do not
see any relevance in that. However, God has something beautiful in His plan. Be
confident that He who began the good work in you will bring it to completion.

Paul writes this letter from the Roman prison. Isn’t the imprisonment of God’s
faithful missionary a hindrance to the advancement of Gospel? In human terms,
yes! However, Paul says it is God’s design. “..what has happened to me has really
served to advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole
praetorian guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ; and most of
the brethren have been made confident in the Lord because of my imprisonment,
and are much more bold to speak the word of God without fear.” Phil 1:12-14 RSV

We are God’s workmanship (poieema-G) (Eph 2:10). It is the work of a weaver.
He is working on a few bundles of thread. But he has a design in his mind. We are
also like that raw thread. He will not let you fail but finish his work in you. Wait
patiently to see how He does everything beautiful in His time.

Some thing beautiful; Something good

All your confusion He understands

All you have to offer Him is brokenness and scrap
And He will do something beautiful in you.

Prayer:

Lord, Help me to wait patiently to see your work in me.
I am confident that you will fulfill what you have begun.
AMEN

Let Wisdom Grace your Speech For;

"A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of Silver.”
(Proverbs 25:11)




